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Changes to the Patent Rule 




This Is (he third in a series of Patent News Bulletins to assist you in keeping up to date with significant rule changes which ajjeciyi 
Keep this copy to use as a bookmark for your present AiPEP, or view this bulletin again on the USPTO Website . 



Simplified Amendment Practice. 
Replacement paragraphs/sections/claims to be used, 37 CFR Ij 



The rule package 
"Changes to the Patent 
Business Goals - Final 
Bule^ ** published in the 

Federal Register on 
September 8, 2000. 65 
Fed Reg. 54603 (Sept. 
8. 2000J, end (he Official 
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Septetnber 19, 2000, 
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fee 77CS^tUmberI9. 
2000),ThePBGnde 
padaatsctadxsamtmber 
<frevlsiottsU>TU!e37, 

Theeadtcfiadndemay 
befatmi at Ae USPTO 
WetMcctht^zff 

btdcxJkCuim 

JreaseniinSMduds 
prtmdrify€(/jpscUdfyAis 

(l}PatetttExamlttenand 
TedhSupportSuffinAe 
Te^iaotcgyCenCen 
(2) Qfftoe ^Patent 
PMiodUon 

Atty^uesUoas related to 
this change ittpeuctioe 
Aotddbedlnfctedto 

Sif>ectd Projects Exr^ 
(70S^S0S^795!)crlta 

Dpt^gfkrfy^ Letged 
Mfitcr, (703^306^15^ 
OPLL 



Mandatory compliance with the revised rule is 
not required until March 1 , 200 1 . It is suggested 
that applicants adopt the revised procedures on 
or after November 7, 2000, in order to adjust to 
the changes in amendment practice. 

Under the new amendment practice, amend- 
ments to &e specification must .be made by the 
submission of dean new or rqjlacement para- 
graph(s), section(s), specification, orclaim(s). 
This practice will ptxmde a specification 
(tndodtng datms) in dean, or substantially 
dean, foim tEiat can be efifcctivdy ci^rtuced and 
ocmverted by optical dianicter recognition 
(OCR) scanning during die patent printing pro- 
cess* 



version entitled ** Version with roarkit 
show changes made .*" 

Applicants will also be able to submit : 
set of all pending claims, consolidating 
previous versions of pending daims fr 
series of separate amendments into a si 
dean version in a single amendment p: 
This submission of a dean version oft 
the pending daims will be construed a 
recting the cancellation of all previous 
sions of any pending claims. No mark 
version will be lecpiired to aoomipaxo^ 
dean version where no dtaiiges oSier < 
consoGdation are bdng made. 



The new practice requires appli- 
cant to providcip in addctioa to 
file dean vecraoi of avcplaoc- 
mcatpatagrat^i/tocfiori/fcto a 
mailaed-ap vecdoa asiog q^C- 
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^Kdn aid tfie examiner la ideatifying tiie changes 

(hat have beea made. The matbed-vp vecd<m 
must be based on file previous vetsioa aad iadi- 
cate (by maddngs) how fiie previous vexsion 
has beea modified to prodocefiie dean vetsion 
soboiictedfaifiiecoixeatamea^eat Ttaetetpv 
•^prcvioa? vccsioa* means file vctdon of record 
hi file applicafioa as cri^nallty filed or fixmi a 
previoa^ entered ameodmeoL 



ThefbOowiog fomiat is soggested iaaa amend- 
meatpapec G) acleaa vecsloa of each rqilace- 
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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment filed on Js considered non-compHant because it has failed to meet i 

requirements of 37 CFR 1.121, as amended on September 8, 2000 (see 65 Fed, Reg, 546o3y Sept. 8, 2000, and 12^ 
Sept. 19, 2000). In order for the amendment to be compliant, applicant must supply the followdng omissions or o 
in response to this notice. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUIRED FOR COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 1.121 (APPLICANT NEED NOT K 
SUBMIT THE ENTIRE AMENDMENT): 

1. A clean version of the replacement paragraph(s)/section(s) is required. See 37 CFR i.i2i(b)(i)(ii). 

Us. 2. A marked-up version of the replacement paragraph(s)/section(s) is required. See 37 CFR i,i2i(b)(i)(iii; 

□ 3. A clean version of the amended claim(s) is required. See 37 CFR i.i2i(c)(i)(i). 

□ 4- A marked-up version of the amended claim(s) is required. See 37 CFR i.i2i(c)(i)(ii). 

Explanation: 

(UE: Please provide specific details for correction to assist the applicant For example, "the dean version of claim 6 is missing.") 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 7^ and the USPTO webs 
http://\vww.uspto.gov/vyeb/offices/dcom/olia/p b g/sampleaf.pdf . A condensed: Version of a sample amend 
format is attached. " 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Unless applicant supplies the omission oi^ collection to the pre 
amendment in compliance with revised 37 CFR i-i2i noted above within ONE MONIH of the mail date 61 
letter » examination on the merits may commence without entry of the originally piipposed pteliininaty am 
Tliis notice is not an action under 35 U^.C, 132, and ti^ 

AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona j 
applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the maihng ^ this notice, 
longer, within \>iiich to supply the omission or correction noted above in ordSflba^idrabando: 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR ; u^- ,^.Y^ : : : 
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